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may have been influenced by Mr. Knox's warnings or by the con-
ciliatory policy of Monsieur Laval and the German Government's
declared intention of maintaining discipline among their supporters;
or their action may, on the other hand, have been prompted by a
growing consciousness that Great Britain could no longer remain
isolated from the problems of Europe. In any case, it was well
received, both in the House of Commons, where Sir John Simon
made a full statement on the 6th December, and by public opinion,
except in so far as this was represented by the isolationist Press. It
was reported1 that the decision had been taken at a regular meeting
of the Cabinet some time before, when the British Government had
unanimously agreed to authorize Mr. Eden to make a definite pro-
posal if he thought it advisable. After an interview with Mr. Knox
at Geneva he realized how urgent the situation was, and obtained the
final consent of his Government. Before the meeting of the 5th
December, the British Government had already been in communica-
tion with certain of the interested Powers, and conversations had
taken place 'on the fringe' of the Council, while the British proposal
was definitely put forward at the private meeting preceding the public
meeting at which the Council's attitude was generally made known.
Replying to an invitation from the Committee of Three to make
known their views on the question, the German Government stated
on the 6th December that, though conditions in the Saar 'did not
appear to make the employment of foreign troops necessary', they
desired c to declare their agreement with any decisions of the Coun-
cil to send . . . neutral international contingents'.2 They also let it
be known that they had received assurances from the British and
Italian Governments that the troops of certain countries such as
Russia and Czechoslovakia would not be employed, and also as to
how long the troops were to stay. On the 8th December the League
Council was thus able to adopt a resolution3 inviting 'the Govern-
ments of the United Kingdom, Italy, the Netherlands and Sweden
to take part in the establishment of an international force' and asking
the Committee of Three to 'set up a sub-committee consisting of one
representative of each of the countries invited and of the Chairman
of the Governing Commission ... to study . . . measures for the
organization' of the force. All four Governments accepted the invita-
tion of the Council which, by a resolution4 of the llth December,

1  See The Times, 8th December, 1934.

2  League of Nations Official Journal, December 1934, pp. 1729-30.

3  Op. tit., p. 1730.

4  Op. tit, pp. 1762-3. More detailed regulations were laid down in a report
of the sub-committee of the 12th December (op. cit., pp. 1841-2).